


Meet the Actors:

Jani Monet Rodriguesis honored to work again with Nikta Sabouri on
another one of Bahram Beyzaie’s epic works. Last year she
performed a leading role in Nikta’'s production of Death of Yazdgerd,
and is excited to participate in Aurash both as an actor and as a
Movement Director/Choreographer. Jani has very much enjoyed
learning about Iranian history, literature, music, and storytelling
traditions during this process and has become an avid Beyzaie fan
for life! Her other more recent acting and dance credits include The
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time (Apollinaire Theater
Company), A Very Queer Christmas (Open Theatre Project), Carmen
(BYSO), Compound Fractures (Two Sharp Quills), and Boston
Theater Company’s educational Shakespeare tour.

Richard Saul Chason (translator)/ Shaoul Rick Chason (actorjs an
actor-playwright, dramaturg, and baritone. This is his second
production with this company, having appeared as the Miller in last
year's Death of Yadzgerd. Other local credits include Brutus in Julius
Caesar (Praxis Stage); The Blind Owl, Shahnameh: The Tale of King
Zahak, Fish Trees, The Ice Box, The Apartment, The Golden Shower
(Boston Experimental Theater Company); Macbeth (Bay Colony
Shakespeare Company and It's a Fiasco); DREAM (Atlantis
Playmakers); American Moor, J.A.S.O.N. (OWI); The Cellos’
Dialogues (Boston Conservatory); Singing Bones (Fool’s Journey);
The Werewolf, La Zombiata (Wholetone Opera). As a playwright,

his play The Golden Shower was produced by the Boston
Experimental Theatre Company and his Berlin; or, the Part of You
That Wants It: A Musical Comedy Love Story (Written by Accident)
was produced at Central Square Theater. This is his rst translation.

Rachel Leigh Richteris thrilled to be a part of this brilliant passion
project. Her previous credits include Ophelia in Hamlet, and
Calpurnia in Julius Caesar (Praxis Stage); Bianca in Othello (Dream
Role Theater); Antonio in The Tempest (Clark University);

and three seasons as a Youth Underground Ambassador at the
Central Square Theatre. She also spent a semester in London at
the British American Drama Academy.

Eric McGowan has been undergoing temporary dissociative breaks
from reality (also known as "acting") for over 20 years. Since
graduating from Holy Cross in Worcester (where he also got his rst
professional acting role as Francis Flute in A Midsummer Night's
Dream), Eric has acted in Boston area productions ranging from
Shakespeare and other classics to new plays, working with companies
such as Praxis Stage, Apollinaire Theatre Co., Flat Earth Theatre Co.,
and Anthem Theatre Co. Eric has also taken classes at Shakespeare
& Company as well as Stella Adler Studio in New York City. Eric is
thrilled to be working with such a fantastic cast and crew!

Nagqali (Iranian Storytelling)

Naggali is a traditional Iranian form of storytelling in which a
narrator (Naqggal) tells the mythical and folkloric stories of Persia
with variance in tone, expression, gestures, and movements. In
this dramatic form of storytelling, Naggals play several roles during
the narration and their performances are accompanied by musical
instruments. A professional Naqgal is a skillful actor with the ability
to improvise and captivate the audience.

Terminology

Mehr ( Mithra): Mehr is the ancient Indo-Iranian divinity of covenant
and oath, the protector of truth, and symbol of the sun, a mediator
between God and humans, bearer of light. The word Mehr has come
to mean love, affection, kindness, friendship, mercy, sympathy,
knowledge, and prosperity.

Nahid ( Aredvi Stra Anahita) (Anahid) (Anahita): Anahita or Nahid is
the oldest Iranian goddess, as the divinity of ‘the Waters' (Aban) and
hence associated with fertility, healing and wisdom.

Shahbaz: a giant bird, larger than any other. It is the name of a
fabled bird.
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Who is Aurash? Who was unknown at dawn and now
the eyes of the cosmos are upon him!




